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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES RELATING TO OFFSHORE PETROLEUM
INSTALLATIONS -AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE-

Abstract

Petroleum is the main problem of marine pollution, as it can cause physical, biological and chemical
changes to the sea. Pollution of the marine environment resulting from seabed activities is one of the main
threats to this environment due to the use of offshore petroleum installations. This pollution can occur as a
result of drilling operations, accidental drainage, burning and drilling mud operations, as well as explosions
that may occur in oil wells. Petroleum pollution has directly affected fish, birds, mammals, marine bacteria
and other living marine resources. Despite that, oil and gas from offshore oil fields still dominate in order to
supply the world's energy needs. The international legal bases followed in the issue of marine oil pollution
related to the offshore facility play a role in addressing the legal gap inherent in the concluded agreements.
The agreements at the international and regional levels seek to establish a legal and regulatory framework
to limit pollution from oil platforms, in addition to holding countries accountable internationally and civilly
as a result of this pollution resulting from the marine facility located within their territorial waters.
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271d, P. 3etal.

28 Hossein Esmaeili, PhD Dissertation entitled “The Legal Regime of Offshore Oil Rigs in International
Law?”, Faculty of Law at University of New South Wales, Australia, 1999, P. 174.

2 Erick E. Cordes and others, Op. Cit., P. 9.

30 Maria Gavouneli, “Pollution from offshore Installations”, Graham & Trotman/Martinus Nijhoff,
International Environmental Law and Policy Series, London, U.K., 1995, P. 35.
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Gas Development”, N. 110348, World Bank Group, 18/11/2015, P. 6.

32 Shelley M. Evans, Op. Cit., P. 262.
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3 UNEP& MAP Barcelona Convention, Report about “Mediterranean Quality Status”, 2017, P. 342,
Available at: Land-based pollution sources | UNEPMAP QSR (medgsr.org), accessed: 16/9/2021.

35 Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from Land-Based Sources (with annexes), Concluded
at Paris 4 June 1974, Treaty Registration N. 26842, Vol. 1546, 6/5/1978.

361d, Art. 3 (c)(iii).

37 Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (with annexes,
appendices and final declaration), Concluded at Paris 22 Sept. 1992, Treaty Registration N. 42279, Vol.
2354, 25/3/1998, P. 67.
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40 Art. 1.1 (5-a) of UNCLOS. Also see Art. 1.1 (4) of the 1996 Protocol to the convention on the Prevention
of Marine Pollution Dumping of Wastes and other Matter, 1972 (London Protocol), Entered into force
24/3/2006.

41 Hossein Esmaeili, Op. Cit., P. 222,

42 For more Information about the Decommissioning from an Environmental perspective, see: M.D. Day,
“Decommissioning of Offshore Oil & Gas Installations”, published in Environmental Technology in
Oil Industry, Edited by Stefan T. Orszulik, Springer, 2" ed., PP. 189-213.

431996 London Protocol; OSPAR Convention; Article 208.3 of UNCLOS.

4 Hossein Esmaeili, Op. Cit., P. 223.
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48 Yoshifumi Tanaka, “The International Law of the Sea”, Cambridge University Press, 2012, P. 260.
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injure that of another).

S0 UN., “The Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-
operation among states ”, Resolution N. 2625, 25™ Session, A. 8082, 24 Oct. 1970, PP. 121-124.

I Trail Smelter Case (United States v. Canada), Reports of International Arbitral Awards (RIAA),
Avrbitration Tribunal, Washington/Ottawa, Volume 111, 16 April 1938 & 11 March 1941, P. 1951, 1955.

32 Nuclear Tests (Australia v. France), 1.C.J. Reports, General List N. 58, Order of June 22, 1973, P. 106.
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33 Principle 21 stated that “States have ... the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction
or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction.” U.N., Report of United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, A/Conf.48/14/Rev.
1, Stockholm, Sweden, 5-16 June 1972.
3 Legality of the threat or Use Nuclear Weapons, 1.C.J. Reports of Judgments, Advisory Opinions and
Orders, 8 July 1996, P. 241-242, { 29.
3 Gabdikovo-Nagymaros Project case (Hungary/Slovakia), 1.C.J. Reports of Judgments, Advisory Opinions
and Orders, 25 September 1997, P. 41,  53.
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37 Yoshifumi Tanaka, Op. Cit., P. 261.
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61 Convention on the Continental Shelf, Concluded at Geneva 29 April 1958, Treaty Registration N. 7302,
Vol. 499, 10/6/1964, P. 311.
62 Convention on the High Seas, Concluded at Geneva 29 April 1958, Treaty Registration N. 6465, Vol.
450, 30/10/1962, P. 11.
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7 IMO, International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Cooperation, Treaty
Registration N. 32194, Vol. 1891, 13/5/1995, P. 77.

801d, Art. 2.4.

811d, Art. 3.

821d, Art. 4.

8 1d, Art. 5.

8 1d, Art. 6.

851d, Art. 7.

8 1d, Art. 8, 9.

87 Convention for the Prevention of marine Pollution from Land-Based sources (with annexes), Concluded
at Paris on 4 June 1974, Treaty Registration N. 26842, Vol. 1546, 6/5/1978, P. 119.

8 1d, Art. 3 (c).

8 1d, Art. 15 and 16.

1d, Art. 4, 10, 11 and 16 (c).

°l1d, See Annex A, Part | (1-5).

2 1d, See Annex A, Part Il (1-3).

93 Hossein Esmaeili, Op. Cit., P. 190.
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